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Objectives
Changing the cannabis narrative 

Knowing your DUI cannabis statute – 
what has to be proven?

Spotting indicators of cannabis 
impairment

Understanding some fundamental 
differences between cannabis and 
alcohol

Using SFSTs for cannabis DUIs

Knowing what training programs can 
assist your officers



DETAILS MATTER! 
WORDS MATTER!

• Be careful WHAT you say (what 
NOT to say)!


• Be careful HOW you say it!

• Say it OFTEN!
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Legalized vs Commercialized

Still illegal 
federally

Still illegal in 
many states
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Why should we say 
“Commercialized?”

• Because it’s all about 
the MONEY!
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“Recreational” vs “Adult Use”
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“Recreational”

• Harmless

• Vacation

• Fun

• Anyone can join in

• No Consequences
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“Adult Use”

• Responsible

• Lawful

• Age Requirement
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The elements of 
501(a)(7) Illinois law 
• The person has WITHIN 2 HOURS 

OF DRIVING OR BEING IN 
ACTUAL PHYSICAL CONTROL a 
THC concentration in their blood 
or other bodily substance as 
defined in 501.2(a)(6).
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Illinois’ per se law

5 ng or more of 
delta-9 THC in a 
person’s whole 

blood or

10 ng or more of 
delta-9 THC in 
other bodily 
substance.
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How do we prove impairment or 
“incapable of safely driving?”

• SFSTs?  ABSOLUTELY! 


• IL law: “The General Assembly finds that standardized field sobriety tests approved by 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration are divided attention tasks that are 
intended to determine if a person is under the influence of cannabis. The purpose of 
these tests is to determine the effect of the use of cannabis on a person's capacity to 
think and act with ordinary care and therefore operate a motor vehicle safely.”
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Cannabis vs 
Alcohol

• More mind-altering

• Less obvious physical 

effects (remove your 
alcohol goggles!)


• Executive function 
deficits
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Effects of 
Cannabis

• Relaxed inhibitions


• Euphoria


• Disoriented


• Altered time/
distance perception


• Lack of 
concentration

• Impaired memory

• Alterations in 

thought process

• Drowsiness

• Sedation

• Mood changes
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Other Characteristic 
Indicators
• Odor of Marijuana


• Marijuana debris in the mouth


• Possible green coating on the tongue


• Reddening of the eyes
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Reasonable Suspicion 
for the Stop
• Speeding (#1 reason for stops in 

Colorado)


• Following too closely


• Failing to Reduce Speed to Avoid a 
Crash (altered time/distance 
perception


• Driving Without Headlights
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Common 
Indicators for 
Cannabis

Dilated pupils Eyelid/body 
tremors

Odors

• Don’t be fooled – 

you might not smell 
anything!

Inability to multi-
task 

• Hands on wheel

• License and 

insurance

• First, MIDDLE and 

last name
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What about the non-
ARIDE/DRE officer?

• Back to basics


• Alphabet


• Counting
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Field Sobriety 
Tests – 
Psychophysical 
Tests

• These tests do NOT know the difference between 
alcohol and other drugs


• Used to determine impairment regardless of 
what is causing it.
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SFSTs are NOT 
Driving Tests – 

they are 
Divided 

Attention Tests

• Listen to Instructions

• Remember Instructions

• Follow Instructions

• Maintain Attention to the Task at Hand

• Physically Perform the Task 

• Perform More than One Activity at Once

• NOT SENSITIVE TO ALCOHOL ONLY!
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DIVIDED ATTENTION
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Paint a MASTERPIECE 
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The problem is…
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What does a drugged driver look like?
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