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Post Prop 64:
State Trends 



Vaping Respiratory Illness Data

• 20 deaths as of October 15, 2019

• Over 1000 hospitalized 
Nationally

• About 80% of individuals have 
reported using THC cartridges.

• Average age of patients is 23. 

• No testing for product safety!



Highest Potency in History



New techniques for ingestion deliver a higher 
dosage of THC.

In the 1980’s marijuana’s THC content on average was 5-10%.
Mostly herb or plant form.

Today’s marijuana potency in herb can be upwards of 25% and 
oils and waxes 30 - 99%. 



• Increasing potency due to:

• Big Industries getting involved (Hiring 

scientists and researchers to make 

potent products).

• Cross breeding

• Improved gardening techniques

• Genetic modification of plants

• Extraction methods

• Consumption methods (edibles, vaping)

Why is potency so high?



• Bureau of Cannabis Control – lead agency in developing 
regulations for medical and adult use and responsible for 
licensing retailers, distributors, testing labs and micro 
businesses.

• CA Dept. of Public Health - Office of Manufactured Cannabis 
Safety regulating manufacturers of edibles for both medical and 
non- medical use.

• CalCannabis Cultivation Licensing, a branch of the CA Dept. of 
Food and Agriculture - develop regulations to license cultivators 
for both medical and non, track and trace program to record seed 
to sale through distribution.

Creation of Bureau of Cannabis Control





• Mandatory testing of cannabis 
products effective 7/1/2018.

• 20% failure rate 

• High levels of pesticides, solvents and 
bacteria, including E. coli and 
salmonella, according to data provided 
to The Associated Press by the state 
Bureau of Cannabis Control.

Testing for California pot products



Prop 64 Advisory Group 
California Pot Revenue

• State excise tax imposed on recreational pot (15% State 
Marijuana tax plus the regular State Sales Tax, local 
taxes) not on “medicinal” pot products.

• 2018 CA. Marijuana Revenue $2.5 billion this is lower 
than the Governor projected in his State budget.

• 21 million going back to prevention and education in 
2019.



Marijuana on School Campus

Jojo’s law allows non FDA 
approved marijuana 
edibles on K-12 campus 
even though Epidiolex is 
available for the same 
syndrome.



Surgeon General Statement

“No amount of marijuana use 
during pregnancy or 
adolescence is known to be 
safe.” 

Until and unless more is 
known about the long-term 
impact, the safest choice for 
pregnant women and 
adolescents is not to use 
marijuana.



Local Trends:
Post Prop 64 Trends 



Vaping on the Rise

According to a NIDA survey  the 
number of high school students 
who are vaping has increased: 37 
percent of seniors have tried vaping 
in 2018, compared to 27 percent in 
2017.

According to CHKS 18/19 - In San 
Diego 27% of Non- Traditional 
students,  17% of 11th graders and 
10% of 9th graders admit to using a 
vape to smoke marijuana.



Advertising near youth locations 

State law prohibits billboards within 
1,000 feet of schools, playgrounds 
or daycares. 

“We are not taking away the right 
to advertisement. We are trying to 
restrict the right to advertise where 
our children and communities live, 
work and play,” said Central Region 
Prevention Coalition.



Illegal Extraction Labs

The DEA has taken down at least 20 
hash oil labs in San Diego County as of 
June 2019, including six that have 
made the news in May when they 
exploded.

There were 31 found in 2018 and 27 in 
2017, according to the DEA. 

In CA, 154 extraction businesses are 
licensed to use butane or other volatile 
solvents. None of those licensed 
extractors are in San Diego County. 



Social Host Ordinances 

• Social Host Ordinances hold adult 
party hosts accountable for underage 
alcohol use.

• Amended versions of the ordinance 
include marijuana and controlled 
substances.

• Many of San Diego County’s cities 
have adopted the new language. 



CBD on the Market



FDA Actions

Unproven Claims 

• Combats tumor and cancer cells;

• CBD makes cancer cells commit ‘suicide’ 
without killing other cells;

• CBD … [has] anti-proliferative properties 
that inhibit cell division in certain types 
of cancer.

• Non-psychoactive cannabinoids in pot 
may be effective in treating breast 
cancer.”



We were promised local control?

Over 200 delivery services operating even in cities and counties with 
bans.

Who is checking that these services are properly licensed?

Are they checking ID’s at the door???



Local Data



DAILY MARIJUANA USE AMONG SAN DIEGO COUNTY YOUTH: 
% OF STUDENTS REPORTING SMOKING POT 20 OR MORE TIMES IN THE PAST 30 DAYS

*The response rate for non-traditional students participating in the 2013 Survey was lower than in 2009, 2011, 2015, 2017 and 
2019 which may in part account for the decrease in ease of access rates among this population in 2013.

Source: CHKS Main Reports, San Diego County: 2009 – 2019



Perception of Harm Among San Diego County Youth:
% OF STUDENTS REPORTING PEOPLE GREATLY RISK HARMING THEMSELVES 

PHYSICALLY OR IN OTHER WAYS BY USING MARIJUANA OCCASIONALLY

*The response rate for non-traditional students participating in the 2013 Survey was lower than in 2009, 2011, 2015, 2017 and 
2019 which may in part account for the decrease in ease of access rates among this population in 2013.

Source: CHKS Main Reports, San Diego County: 2009 – 2019



Access to Marijuana Among San Diego County Youth:
Where youth are accessing marijuana – top four mentions



How Youth are Using Marijuana - San Diego County
If you ever used marijuana or concentrated marijuana, how did you consume it? 



Perception of Harm: 
Frequent Marijuana Use 

Implementation of Prop 64 

12% decrease 
in perception 
of harm



Perception of Harm: Edible Marijuana 
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Survey item: Eating edible marijuana food products.

*Percent change indicates the difference in percentages from 2016 to 2019.

3 out of 4 San Diegans believe using 
marijuana (smoking vaping, etc.) if a person is 
under 21 is harmful to someone's health.

Implementation 
of Prop 64 



Sd County Treatment - 2018

• Marijuana is the primary drug of choice for youth ages (12-
17) in SD County funded drug treatment.

• Higher use rate than alcohol for this age group. 

• Treatment providers observing higher level THC ratios in 
drug tests.



ED Visits for Cannabis-Related Diagnoses 
Increasing in San Diego County
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Emergency Department Visits with 
Cannabis Related Diagnosis

San Diego County 

Up 830%

The Center for Community Research prepared this analysis for the San Diego County Marijuana 
Prevention Initiative with data from the California Department of Public Health, March 2016.



Marijuana’s Effects

Pot is associated with a range of side effects:

• Panic attacks
• Seizures
• Hallucinations
• Psychosis
• Sedation
• CH syndrome
• Dry mouth
• Heart palpitations
• Cognitive impairment and slower reaction times



Cannabis Use Disorder

• DSM-5. Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM) 

• In 2013 added “cannabis 
withdrawal”

• Americans who reported using 
marijuana in the past year more 
than doubled between 2002 and 
2013, and the increase in marijuana 
use disorders during that time was 
nearly as large.  



Marijuana-Involved Opioids Deaths

SD Medical Examiner cases 2016:

• THC was found in 25.8% (125 out of 484) accidental 
overdose deaths.

• THC found in 25.2% of prescription drug overdose deaths, 
more than any single medication, and a higher association 
than benzodiazepines.



Drager Drug Test 5000

The machine, about the size of a mini bookshelf stereo system, tests for the 
presence of seven drugs — marijuana, cocaine, opiates, methamphetamine, 
amphetamine, methadone and benzodiazepines. The device does not read the 
level of intoxication; drivers would have to take a blood test for that 
information. (Cost about $6000.00)



MPI Resources Available

MPI provides TA  and develops and 
disseminates data documents and 
educational materials.

Examples:
• Informational Postcards, data, fact 

sheets available to download.
• Trainings available for youth, parents, 

everyone!
• Check out our - MPI Prevention 

TOOLKIT.

Visit our new MPI website: 

http://www.ccrconsulting.org/mpi

http://www.ccrconsulting.org/mpi


Questions?


